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to quarters and move towards the entrance of the harbor at a
speed of five knots to a position three thousand yards from the
forts;, the New York, New Orleans, Oregon                  to turn

with port helm; the Brooklyn, Texas and                       to turn

with starboard helm, to present their broadsides to the forts.
Firing was to begin when the -signal was made from the flag-
ship, "and after that the ships were to maintain their position,
or to close in if the targets to be fired at could be better seen
for effective firing.

At early dawn the bombardment began and continued quite
an hour, but with no greater visible effect than on June 6th.
Reduced charges were used in all guns of eight-inch caliber and
above to increase the angle of fall of the projectile in the hope
thus to destroy the enemy's batteries. As in the previous bom-
bardment, the enemy's fire was vigorous for ten or fifteen min-
utes, after which the gunners again fled to the protection of their
traverse ditches, to remain until the squadron withdrew, when
they remanned their guns and fired a few shots, which fell wide
of their mark beyond the ships. This bombardment, like the
first, did little damage to the works, but it was excellent practice
for a more vital occasion.

The nights were enlivened now and then by the Vesuvius
going close in shore under the cover of darkness,, to throw into
the works two or three aerial torpedoes from her pneumatic guns.
The detonation of these charges was terrific and their effect on
shore must have suggested to the defenders something in the
nature of an earthquake, as the concussion was sensibly felt on
the Brooklyn. "While the effect was not known at the time, there
must have been a widespread demoralization among the enemy,
and this is worth a great deal in war. Choosing a different hour
each night, as Commander Pillsbury did, left the enemy uncer-
tain when or where the attack was to be made, and it must have
disturbed many hours of needed sleep.

The seizure and occupation of Guantanamo Bay and the land-
ing of marines there took place during the second week in June.
By this important movement a base for supplies was secured
and the necessity for coaling at sea no longer existed. "While
it is true that the defenses of that port were of little conse-
quence, the marine battalion, under Colonel Huntington,, had
20uadrone great Civilave assured me." Ifo
